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Remembering

Pike fraternity
sanctioned
for hazing

her light

BY CAMERON KOCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Pi Kappa Alpha has been found
to be in violation of university policy in regards to hazing, as well as
violating university policy by knowingly providing false information to
WKU Student Activities, according
to university documents.
The fraternity will be losing
organizational recognition from
the university until July 1, 2014, at
which time the chapter can petition
for reinstatement, provided they
SEE PIKE PAGE A2

SGA

Talisman
guests visit
last meeting

Vinnie Tallarico, Melanie Reichert's high school boyfriend, shares the ways in which she touched his
life at the candlelight vigil Monday night. "She really shaped who I am," he said. "I would be a completely different person without her — she taught me to believe in myself and other people. She
was something else, and I was lucky to know her." KATIE MCLEAN/HERALD

BY KAELY HOLLOWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Candlelight vigil honors student’s ‘vivacious’spirit
BY ANNA LAWSON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Three weeks after Melanie Reichert’s death,
students are continuing to celebrate the life of
a classmate, friend and inspiration.
On Tuesday, an intimate group of students
gathered together in the brisk December evening in front of the Fine Arts Center for a candlelight vigil in Reichert’s honor. The group began the commemoration by sharing memories

Representatives from the Talisman attended the Student Government Association’s final meeting of
the semester on Tuesday night to
discuss the yearbook and its budget.
During the meeting, Talisman
Editor-in-Chief Katie Honadle, Student Publications Director Chuck
Clark and Talisman Adviser Charlotte Turtle presented information
and answered questions about the
past, present and future state of the

and thoughts of Reichert, starting off with Lexington sophomore Devan Hall, one of Reichert’s
close friends.
“We sat together in class and got along really
great from the start,” Hall said to the group. “I
wish I had more time with her. We don’t realize
how little time we have with one another until
it is gone.”
The circle of about 20 friends continued sharing stories full of light and happiness. They all
SEE REICHERT PAGE A2

SEE SGA PAGE A3

Theft, substance abuse make up majority of campus crime
BY JACOB PARKER
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
With another semester coming
to a close, crime on campus is likely
to see an exponential drop when
students leave for winter break. The
semester has seen its fair share of incidents, however, with 151 reports of
crime.
Instances of theft, alcohol intoxication and possession of drugs top
the list.
Theft ranks first, with a total
of 49 incidents and an estimated
$28,829.98 stolen from locations
around campus. However, one theft
included a $9,952 flute, contributing
to the higher estimated value.

BOOKSTORE

SOUTH CAMPUS
STORE CLOSES
PAGE A3

Dominic Ossello, communications officer for the WKU Police
Department, said the number of
incidents doesn’t sound overly high
compared to previous years.
“We’ve had several over the past
years where musical instruments
are stolen,” he said. “Musical instruments are high-ticket items, and
definitely jack up the numbers considerably.”
The majority of thefts were phones
or bikes, with chances of items being
recovered. However, the number of
students who have items stolen is
greater than the number who have
items returned, Ossello said.
“I wish I could say it was higher
SEE CRIME PAGE A3
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Assault
3
Warrants
8
Drugs

20

DUI

17

Physical altercation

2 estimated $120

Criminal damage

Alcoholic
Intoxication

29

DONOR
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Summon served
Accident report
Harrassment
Investigative arrest
Disorderly conduct
Sexual assault
Rape

17 estimated $2,429.99
Theft
49 estimated $28,829.98
THU 63°/36°

THANKS FOR A GREAT SEMESTER,
WKU! THIS IS OUR LAST PAPER OF THE
SEMESTER, BUT THE HERALD WILL BE
BACK IN PRINT ON JAN. 28. CHECK OUT
WKUHERALD.COM DURING THE BREAK
FOR CAMPUS NEWS

FRI 37°/23°
SAT 34°/28°
SUN 36°/32°
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PIKE

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

have met conditions set by the university, which include a review of membership and signed copies of a “NoHazing” certificate from each fraternity
member, according to the document.
The notice was issued on Nov. 26.
The investigation of the fraternity for
hazing began after allegations of hazing
were raised during fall break.
Charley Pride, director of Student
Activities, said the fraternity losing their
organizational status means they can
continue to operate, but cannot participate in university-sponsored events.
“They are not able to participate in
Greek Week, recruitment — any events
put on by us,” Pride said.
Pride said an organization knowingly furnishing false information to
Student Activities during an investigation, the other university policy Pike
was found to be in violation of, isn’t uncommon.
“Some were truthful, some were
not,” Pride said.
Pride said he could not at this time
disclose what hazing activities members of Pike were involved in.
Four Greek organizations were sanctioned for hazing last fall. Kappa Delta
sorority, Kappa Alpha Order fraternity,
Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity and Sigma

REICHERT

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

had one underlying message — that
Reichert would be missed.
Among the group was Lexington senior Kerr Beebe, Reichert’s boyfriend.
“I was so blessed to be able to spend
the small amount of time I did with
her,” he said. “She touched each and
every one of our lives.”
Also present at the vigil was Reichert’s
roommate, Louisville sophomore Sarah Miller. Miller has known Reichert
since they were in fifth grade.
“She was vivacious. She loved to take
advantage of every opportunity, and
she always got involved in whatever she
could,” she said.
The vigil was a time for all of Reichert’s
closest friends to surround themselves
with people who were also touched
and inspired by the life Reichert led.
“It was nice to see everyone come out
for this,” Miller said. “I really enjoyed
being able to share my own memories with her, as well as hear everyone
else’s.”
Even people who didn’t know Reichert
as a close friend attested to the fact that
she had a kind soul and warm personality.
Nashville freshman Corinna Golding,
who lived on the same floor as Reichert
in Minton Hall, came to remember her

Download
the WKU
Herald app
on iTunes

Howard Bailey, VP of student affairs

Depending on the
severity of the violations
would determine the
period of time that the
organization would be
suspended for.”
Alpha Epsilon fraternity were all cited
for hazing and “organizing, sponsoring,
implementing or conducting programs
or activities which are violations of the
law or university regulations,” according to documents provided to the Herald.
Howard Bailey, vice president for
Student Affairs, said a Greek organization on average is usually investigated
every two or three years.
Bailey said the amount of time it
takes to fully complete an investigation of an organization depends on
the number of people that need to be
interviewed and the severity of the allegations.
The punishment for the organization also depends on the allegations.
“There is no typical punishment,”
Bailey said. “Depending on the severity of the violations would determine
the period of time that the organization
would be suspended for.”

Sarah Miller, Louisville sophomore

I know she will be
remembered for her free
spirit. She had an open
mind, an open heart and
love for everyone.”
fellow resident.
“Everyone on the floor felt that she
was a great addition to the group,”
Golding said. “She brought a lot of
positive energy that will definitely be
missed.”
Once everyone had shared their
thoughts, Hall wrapped up the vigil
with a few words, followed by everyone
blowing out their candles. However,
even as the candle lights dimmed, spirits remained high as laughter and hope
were heard throughout the group.
The students stayed and continued
to share more stories from Reichert’s
life. New acquaintances exchanged
phone numbers and promises to keep
in touch, and words of support and encouragement were heard throughout
the group.
“I know she will be remembered for
her free spirit,” Miller said. “She had an
open mind, an open heart and love for
everyone.”
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South Campus store ‘wasn’t making any money’
BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Though the bookstore on
South Campus has been shut
down, its operations will continue with new expansions for
The WKU Store on Nashville
Road.
Jim Sears, operations director of The WKU Store, said the
South Campus bookstore was
“in limbo for a while” before
it was shut down in early November.
“It (the South Campus bookstore) was one of those operations that just wasn’t making
any money,” Sears said. “We
have the WKU store on Nashville Road, which initially was
just going to be like a temporary location, but then we de-

cided it was so well-received
by the community that we decided to keep it open.”
Auxiliary Services Director
Gary Meszaros said the South
Campus store’s sales were limited following the semester
start.
“We were just looking at it
like, you know this is not a
place that’s making money
right now,” Sears said. “Ultimately, we need to be creating
revenue, but at the same time
we want to provide services to
the student.”
Sears said relocating the
bookstore to the building on
Nashville Road was seen as a
better decision than keeping
the South Campus location
open.
“We decided to kind of shift

SGA

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Talisman.
“It [the Talisman] really documents
the history of the Hill,” Honadle said.
Yearbook budget cuts have caused
many involved with the publication to
seek sponsorships, propose lower distribution rates and fundraise to maintain sufficient funding and safeguard
the Talisman’s award-winning quality.
Clark told the group that, to date, the
publication has won 15 Pacemaker
awards — the highest honor a collegiate publication can receive.
“The Talisman is a national point of
pride for WKU,” Clark said.
The cuts may prompt a decrease in
both the book’s page count from 400
to 352 pages and the number of cop-

CRIME

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
than it actually is,” he said. “It’s really
hard if people don’t keep serial numbers or itemize it in some way. Phones
are the most common, and without a
serial number, recovery is almost impossible.
“If people keep up with their serial
numbers, that drastically improves our
ability to recover property. Theft is definitely a hard one to deal with because

our direction to the Nashville
Road store,” he said.
The WKU Store on Nashville
Road has been open since
April 2012 and has been financially successful, Sears said.
He said WKU already owned
the building the store currently
occupies and decided to use it
as a receiving area for the campus bookstore.
“It had a storefront and we
got to thinking, 'You know
what? Let’s take advantage of
the storefront, roll the dice
here, see if it works,’” he said.
Sears said the gamble paid
off.
“The community’s really embraced it, and in all honesty, a
lot of faculty (and) staff shop at
the Nashville Road store even
though they’re on Main Cam-

Jim Sears, operations director

We were just looking at it like, you know
this is not a place that’s making money
right now.”
pus,” he said. “It’s been really a
pleasant, pleasant surprise.”
Despite the closing of the
South Campus bookstore,
Meszaros said there will still be
book buyback on South Campus.
“We’re still going to be
there for sellback or buyback
books,” he said. “We’ll set up
in the lobby for that, and then
we’re going to deliver books
through a textbook reservation

program.”
Sears said the back of the
Nashville Road store is still being used as a stockroom. Once
that area is freed up, however,
the WKU Stores has the potential to expand the venue.
“We’ve got a building there
that can definitely morph into
whatever we want it to morph
into,” he said. “It’s just right
now finding out what it is.”

ies printed from 5,000 to 3,000 from the
2014 book.
Currently, the Talisman’s budget is
$82,000. The publication received an
additional $45,000 from one-time
funds granted by both Gordon Emslie,
provost and vice president for Academic Affairs, and Vice Provost Richard Miller. Additional money will come
from Herald reserves that were generated by ad sales.
However, this is not a permanent solution, as both the university-granted
funds and the Herald reserve money
are only for the current school year.
“The Herald cannot sustain financial
stake in the Talisman,” President Gary
Ransdell said in an email in October.
Ransdell said he would revisit the
issue of the Talisman budget in the
spring.
All options currently being explored

by the Talisman are just ideas. No permanent measures have been taken.
The last meeting also focused on upcoming graduating seniors.
SGA President Keyana Boka and Hannah Garland, director of Academic and
Student Affairs, recognized and distributed honorary white tassels to four
new inductees to the Society of Distinguished Graduates.
Boka said the white tassels will make
inductees stand out among the “sea of
yellow [red] tassels.”
Sarah Schrader, McKinley Ingram,
Eric Wills and Kelsey Thomason are the
newest inductees to the society.
The Society of Distinguished Graduates recognizes seniors for their
achievements and accomplishments
outside of the academic field. Inductees are nominated by department
heads and selected by SGA.

Ingram and Schrader were present
during the meeting to receive their recognition.
Ingram is involved in many WKU
programs. She currently acts as a Communications Ambassador and is vice
president of the Alpha Kappa Alpha
sorority.
Schrader, a Gatton Academy graduate, has traveled abroad to various
countries in Asia to teach and complete
various forms of research. She has also
been awarded several scholarships and
is a finalist for the Rose scholarship.
“The things that they’ve done are remarkable,” Garland said.
SGA concluded the meeting by passing three bills. Two distributed money
to various WKU clubs and organizations, while the other allocated money
for Winter Term scholarships.

it’s so random and quick, but we’ve definitely stepped up our extra patrols.”
In terms of violent acts on campus,
three accounts of assault, one account
of sexual assault, two incidents of
physical altercations and one account
of rape that is currently being investigated were reported.
Alcohol intoxication accounted
for 29 reports, while driving under
the influence made up 17— bringing
alcohol-related crimes to a total of 46.
An additional 20 incidents reported
were drug related, including marijuana

and cocaine. With 66 drug and alcohol
related crimes, almost 44 percent of
crimes on campus this semester were
related to substances.
“That sounds about average. It may
be a little bit on the lower end, if that
makes sense,” he said. “Obviously, DUI
is a major concern for the safety of students and campus as a whole.”
Ossello attributes the number of
DUI incidents to increased traffic stops,
while with drugs, it’s usually a call from
someone else in a dorm when drugs
are smelled or seen.

“We haven’t really done anything
new or different. Its just continued support,” he said.
Ossello said it’s something the station will never stop looking at but it
goes further than just police control.
“Education and good decision-making will always win out in that one,” he
said. “We can’t do enough to enforce it
compared to people who just make the
right decision. Hopefully, things like the
shuttle and friends taking control of the
situation will help minimize that more
than anything the police could do.”
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COMMON GROUND

Apologies & Admonishments
BY NICK BRATCHER
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM
Three and a half years
of college have flown
past me.
And now I find myself sitting in front of a
computer screen with
one last shot at saying
something meaningful
to a body of students I’ve
Bratcher likely upset, angered,
Opinion
pleased, excited or —
what I fear is most likely
Editor
— just plain bored with
my irrelevance to your life.
Well, if I had to sum up all my messages into one, I’d spend these inches
of precious newspaper space apologizing to and admonishing you guys, my
readers.
I apologize for feigning like I’ve ever
been an expert at anything.
The truth is, I am probably unqualified to have been writing this column
all semester.
There are certainly more moral figures around campus — smarter, wittier
and better suited to be telling you what
to do with your lives.

Until I looked it up before I wrote
my first column, I couldn’t even have
pointed to Syria on a map.
I still don’t know the first thing about
the Affordable Care Act or why we can’t
just pay for Medicaid, Medicare and Social Security with the money that grows
on trees. You’re telling me that we’ve got
watch-phones but no money trees? I
ain’t buying it.
I still hope my fraternity gets a “good”
pairing for Homecoming next year, I
still laugh at Tweets that are surely racist when my friends retweet them and I
am the epitome of a burnout who cares
entirely too much about what others
think of him.
I could stand to take some of my
own advice, and for that, I humbly admit that all my words are quite worthless if their weight relies on my perfection.
But I hope this broken vessel has
delivered something very important to
you.
I hope you’ve seen the world as
slightly more complex — one in which
the biggest problem may just be staring
us in the mirror.
Syria was just declared one of two
major hotbeds of ongoing human

Tops &
Bottoms

rights violations by Navi Pillay, the
United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights, in her annual report.
Sexual orientation is still being used
as an excuse to persecute people, here
in the U.S. and abroad, in all lines of religious faiths or lack thereof.
The U.S. still possesses a crazy
amount of debt, but I guess that’s nothing new.
College kids still can’t get a job, unless you’re an engineer or have a crazy
ridiculous resume. So I don’t see that
vulnerability being a real possibility
outside of an act of God.
And I watched millions of Americans not just mentally skip Thanksgiving but physically skip the holiday in
favor of Christmas bargains, going out
on Thanksgiving Day to shop instead
of spending the day being truly thankful.
We’re living in a world that isn’t quite
right.
Injustice is a ground that’s more
common than most of us would prefer.
I never needed to be an expert to point
that out.
But the clock is ticking for all of us,
both for our time on the Hill and beyond.

TOPS to the hard
work from everyone at the Student
Publications.

BOTTOMS to whoever stood on our
conference room
table.

TOPS to the kickoff of the holiday
season.

BOTTOMS to Black
Friday seemingly
lasting two weeks.

LINDS LETS LOOSE

Here’s what I hope you’ve learned
BY LINDSAY KRIZ
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM
I feel like it’s been
a fortnight since I’ve
penned one of these
columns, and literally it
has. It might be the last
I write for the next few
weeks — when I return
in January, I will instead
be serving you as the
Kriz
Opinion
Editor for the
Columnist
College Heights Herald.
It’s my first real position of authority in such a long time,
but I feel that for my last semester of
college, I should be pushing myself to
complete tasks that would normally
make me feel uncomfortable.
If I’m going to enter the terrifying
“real world” in the next six months, I
might as well enter it already terrified
but a bit more confident in my abilities
as a writer, an editor and a woman.
Those are my goals for next semester, but I do hope that I’ve somehow helped to educate, entertain

and engage you, the audience, to
some capacity this semester.
If you choose to listen to “Blurred
Lines” with the windows down I at least
hope you’re more educated on how it
can be seen as problematic.
If you choose not to call yourself a
feminist, I hope you take the time to
come up with your own definition of
“feminist” and “feminism” before doing so. A little research goes a long way
and may even change how you view the
term, yourself and the women around
you.
If you have a daughter, I hope you
look into her eyes and wish for her all
the opportunities in life. I hope you
hope she won’t be hindered because of
her gender.
If you choose to wear a shirt that
says “save the ta-tas” or “I love boobies” in honor of breast cancer, I hope
you’re kind and thoughtful toward a
person, should he or she approach you
and tell you why they deem it problematic. I hope you’ll hear them. Not only
that, but I also hope you’ll truly listen to
what they have to say.

I hope that if you decide to become
engaged your freshman year of college
— when you’re 18 and still shocked to
see people sobbing in the library because of finals — that you’re doing it
because you are truly ready to be married. And if you really, truly are, that’s
just great. And if you’re not, tell your
partner so. Your future is just beginning
here at WKU.
I hope that if you see a drunk boy
or girl at a party, the only thing you do
to that person is get them a safe ride
home.
I hope that if you still pine for “the
One” that you remember that you are
one, and one is whole, and you are
whole just as you are, with or without a
significant other.
But mostly, I hope I’ve helped you
to realize that you don’t have to listen
to a word I say. You’re a free-thinking
human, and I hope that even if you
disagree with everything I’ve said 100
percent, you at least thought about
what I’ve said. That was truly my
goal this semester: to truly make you
think.

CARTOON STRIP

TWEETS
FROM
THE HILL
@Amore_Mj4ever94
Aye they better do somethin
about that possum sittin next
to a tree walking up the big
hill, that thing looked into my
soul! #wku #wku17
— Sent 7:43PM/3 Dec 13
@sinclairdotson
I love that @WKUBigRed rides
around campus on a moped.
At 9 am. On a Tuesday. He's
not just any mascot, he's awesome. #WKU #CollegeMascots
— Sent 12:43PM/3 Dec 13
@EmilyDaniel20
Sitting in biology class, eating
twizzlers, and talking about
Jurassic park. #wku
— Sent 1:34 PM/3 Dec 13
@bluejaebird
With my tuition, I could buy
41,460 Taco Bell tacos. #collegeprobs #WKU
— Sent 11:11 AM/3 Dec 13
@morgangoetz13
The Stall Street Journal should
be issued weekly. I spend a lot
of time in there. #WKU #collegeprobs
— Sent 7:35 PM/3 Dec 13
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VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
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The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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THE FUN PAGE
ACROSS
1 Mooing critter
4 Ancient region surrounding
Athens
10 Reagan era mil. program
13 Disgusted grunts
15 Resident of Tibet's capital
16 Muscle spasm
17 Illegal activity admitted by
Lance Armstrong in January
2013
19 Writer for whom the Edgar
award is named
20 Not sacred
21 Secret matters
23 Baba who stole from
thieves
24 Singer with Crosby, Stills
& Nash
27 Glass container
29 Actress Cannon
30 Peter Fonda's title
beekeeper
31 Opposed (to)
34 Hurts with a tusk
37 ESPN show with an "Inside
Pitch" segment
42 Willem of "Platoon"
43 100-lawmakers group
44 "Peter Pan" pirate
47 Hang around
49 Pretoria's land: Abbr.
50 Trousseau holder
53 Stomach-punch response
55 Start of the line that
includes "wherefore art thou"
56 Female star
60 Comfy room
61 Volcanic Hawaiian
landmark, and a hint to the
first word of 17-, 24-, 37- and
50-Across
64 Night's opposite
65 __ Pie: ice cream treat
66 Reached base in a cloud
of dust

Get social with the
College Heights Herald

@WKUHerald
@WKUHeraldSports

@WKUHerald

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards

advertising@wkuherald.com

FOR RENT
Grande Haven Villas Newly constructed one and two bedroom luxury
apts. Great location off Campbell Lane on Industrial Dr.
Spacious floorplans. Close to WKU Shuttle.
Ask about our move-in Specials!
Crye-Leike Property Management:
(270) 781-7888
Move-In Special
Mimosa 4 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom.
$225 per person plus deposit.
(270) 282-4478

Place a classiﬁed
ad in the Herald

67 "Tasty!"
68 Unsettling looks
69 Arid
DOWN
1 Baby bears
2 Look at lasciviously
3 "So what?"
4 Alan of "M*A*S*H"
5 Like rosebushes
6 Pub spigot
7 "Woe __": Patricia T.
O'Conner grammar book
8 Gondolier's "street"
9 Hopping mad
10 One of Minn.'s Twin Cities
11 Singer Warwick
12 Frigid historic period
14 Aretha's genre

18 551, at the Forum
22 Dad's nephew
25 Aerie hatchlings
26 Playing an extra NBA
period, say
27 Quick blow
28 Gardner once married to
Sinatra
29 Refusing to listen
32 Use, as a coupon
33 Entrepreneur-aiding org.
35 Optimistic
36 Opposite of WSW
38 Come in last
39 Lasagna-loving cat
40 Growth chart nos.
41 Brewed drink
44 Poorly made

45 Wells' "The Island of Dr.
__"
46 Arnold Palmer or Shirley
Temple, drinkwise
48 Where charity begins
51 Formally gives up
52 Raise, as a sail
53 Old fort near Monterey
54 Sounds of wonder
57 Grandson of Adam
58 Depilatory brand
59 Hot tub swirl
62 Alias letters
63 Former Russian space
station

HILLTOP HOROSCOPES

LINE CLASSIFIEDS
start at $6 per issue

DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS
start at $7.25 per issue

Email advertising@wkuherald.com
for more information.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading
or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION

Call (270
(270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzlee today!

SCORPIO (Oct.
23-Nov. 21) -- The team
buys into your plan.
There are irregularities in cash flow, but it's
manageable. You're
extra brilliant today and
tomorrow. Believe you
can prosper. Emotions
add motivation. Dress
eclectic. Create a romantic venue and invite
someone.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21) -- A controversy gets sparked. Great
abundance can be yours
over the next few days.
Edit your lists and stay
in motion. Choose your
activities well. You don't
have to tell everybody.
Things could get tense.
Try something new.

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19) -- The action
today and tomorrow
depends on your will
power. Don't make
assumptions or spend
frivolously. Relax. Work
messes with travel plans.
Establish boundaries.
Lighten your load. Your
power's increasing. Help
partners work out a
disagreement.

AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18) -- A difference of opinion causes
conflict at home. Meditate in seclusion. Note
financial shortages and
instability. Learn from
others. Calm someone
who's upset. Today and
tomorrow, reflect and
look back. Identify new
resources. All ends well.

PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20) -- Dive
into a passionate effort.
Associates need support
now. It takes creativity
to reach a breakthrough
(but it's available). Confer with allies today and
tomorrow and try something new or unusual.
Despite disagreement
about priorities, you
perform brilliantly.

ARIES (March
21-April 19) --Dreams
contain tricky messages
worth deciphering; write
them down and consider
the puzzle. Attend to
career goals today and
tomorrow. Don't spend
impulsively, even with
good reason. Stay put a
while longer.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20) -- You find
what you seek out. Dive
into work without delay.
Transform priorities and
dress the part; a new
haircut or style would
be nice. Get something
you've always wanted.
Own your new direction.

GEMINI (May
21-June 20) --Put your
heart into your activities. Make big changes
for the next two days,
but without spending
yet. Emotional tension
demands release; it's a
good thing, so let it flow.
Take the time to listen.
Test your results.

CANCER (June 21July 22) -- It's a good
time to get your message across. Check your
intuition by reviewing data. Don't try to
impress others, despite
your brilliant idea. Keep
it private for now and
prepare. Exercise outside
and think it over.

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22) -- Don't overspend
or gamble today. There's
more work coming. A
rude awakening calls
you to re-affirm a
commitment. Remain
patient. Work and make
money today and tomorrow. Give and take. Inform the team privately.
Offer insights.

VIRGO (Aug.
23-Sept. 22) -- Work
interferes with travel
now, so make plans for
later. Postpone a shopping trip. Get an expert
for the job (if you're not
one). Your love holds
you to your highest
ideals. Pay attention to
that. Have inexpensive
fun.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
22) -- Shop carefully.
The next two days are
good for making changes
at home. Be careful,
though. Think things
through before acting.
Get everyone else on
board to make a breakthrough. Sift for bargains; there are plenty of
options.

SUDOKU PROBLEMS
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Friends remember Looper’s easy going nature
BY JACOB PARKER
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Outside in the smoking section under the stairs of Cherry
Hall, one chair remained reserved this week as the memorial of a philosophy student
who died last Wednesday.
Flowers, cigarettes and
lighters surrounded a picture
of Lafayette native Derrick
Looper’s face in remembrance
of the time he spent there
making friends.
One of these friends,
Bowling Green senior Ann
Reagan, said Looper, a philosophy major, was always
very generous in his friendships.
“Derrick was a great guy, he
was always smiling,” she said.
Reagan said some of her
fondest memories are the
times spent in the smoking section outside of the ground floor
of Cherry Hall with friends.
“Hanging out with him in
the smoking circle, as we like
to call it, talking about everything and nothing at the same
time,” she said. “He just always
had a smile on his face — that’s
how I will always remember
him — a happy-go-lucky guy.”

Henderson senior Dustin
Grillon said he met Looper this
semester.
“I have a class with him and
I’d gotten to know him because I’m a philosophy minor
and he’s a philosophy major,”
Grillon said.
Grillon said Looper was a
very easygoing guy.
“Derrick was one of those
people who was always very
upbeat,” he said. “He made it
a point to talk to people, he —
you know, he reached out to
people in that way.”
Looper was the kind of guy
that anyone could be friends
with, Grillon said.
“He would often try to, if
someone was having a bad
day, he would try to alleviate
it, or he would really feel with
them,” he said.
“I don't think he ever
knew, or would’ve ever acknowledged it, but people
that cared about him — he
had become such a big part
in a lot of our days, he was a
fixture. He affected the lives
of so many people in such
small and important ways —
it’s tangible that something
is missing. He had become a
part of all of our lives in some

A memorial for Lafayette Tenn., junior Derrick Scott Looper, 22, rests outside of Cherry Hall, where he
often smoked and talked with friends. Looper died on Nov. 27.
DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD

way or another and he was
there for us.”
Dayton, Ohio, junior Whitney Marsh posted on Anderson and Son Funeral Homes
and Memorial Park memorial
page that Looper was incredibly generous, understanding,

supportive, fun-loving, warm
and appreciative of life.
“I am terribly sorry that
the world will never see all of
the great things that he was
going to accomplish in his
life, and I am so very sad that
all of the people in his life will

be deprived of his wonderful
spirit,” she said. “I pray that
one day we will all be able
to reach a state of peace and
understanding about this
tragic loss. Derrick may be
gone, but he will never be
forgotten.”

New department to concentrate on science side of psychology
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
A science-based curriculum was the driving force that
created the new department of
psychological sciences.
The department was approved by the Board of Regents in October and officially
created on Nov. 1. The new
department is a split off from
the department of psychology.
Elizabeth Lemerise, interim department head of psychological sciences, said psychology has an applied side
and a research-based, science
side.
The new department will
concentrate on the science

side and recognize psychology
as a STEM, or Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
field.
Lemerise said the new department is currently working on a proposal to create a
Bachelor of Science degree.
Before the split, the only degree offered in psychology was
a Bachelor of Arts.
“What that means for students is that there will be an
additional kind of degree in
psychology in addition to what
we currently have,” Lemerise
said.
Steven Wininger, psychology professor and co-chair
department head, said the two
departments are still working to determine who should

teach what courses and which
courses each department will
be in charge of. In addition
to this, both departments are
establishing new curriculums
themselves.
“Overall, my biggest thing
is just maintaining hope,”
Wininger said. “In hoping
that although this is a really
difficult process right now,
and while we may not all
agree on why this is happening or whether this should
have happened, it’s happening, and I hope that we can
all work together…to do new
things and do new things that
benefit students.”
Lemerise said due to the
limited space available on
campus, the new department

will stay housed in the current home of the psychology
department in Gary Ransdell
Hall until further notice.
“For the time being and
maybe for a few more years,
we’re going to be right here,”
Lemerise said. “No one is going anywhere.”
Cheryl Stevens, dean of
Ogden College of Science and
Engineering, said her college
is welcoming of the new department.
“We’re very happy to have
them,” Stevens said. “Looking
forward to new opportunities
— new collaborations.”
Lemerise said there’s plenty
she has to do while she is interim department head.
“It’s pretty busy,” Lemerise

said. “There’s a lot to do because you’re starting from the
ground up and (there are) a
lot of things to get in place. I
would say we’re working very
hard on looking at curriculum
and developing the B.S. and
getting things organized and
so on.”
Gordon Emslie, provost and
vice president for Academic
Affairs, said the creation of the
new department is a win-win
situation.
“Psychology is a very diverse discipline with a large
variety of subfields and we believe it’s in the best interest of
the university to allow faculty
to thrive in whatever sub-field
they wish to participate in,”
Emslie said.

Enrollment drop puts focus on retention, recruitment
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

As the spring semester
inches closer, WKU is hoping
retention efforts will be up to
par.
WKU’s total enrollment for
this semester stands at 20,456,
down 668 students from the
fall of 2012. It is the first time
fall enrollment has dropped in
16 years.
Fewer students than expected results in less money
from tuition, creating a $1.6
million gap in the university’s
budget.
Every spring, enrollment
numbers drop from the fall.
From the fall of 2012 to the
spring of 2013, 1,918 students dropped out of the
university. Current four-year
graduation rates are at 50.3
percent.
A larger number of students
leaving the university than expected could result in another
budget shortfall.
Brian Meredith, associate vice president for Enroll-

Brian Meredith, associate vice president for Enrollment Management

We have a great product to sell here at WKU,
and we are working to get the brand out in
front of more students."

ment Management, said he
wasn’t worried about the
drop in enrollment because
of the change in admission
standards. The university announced over the summer
that WKU would be raising admission standards, looking to
accept slightly higher qualified
students.
President Gary Ransdell
said earlier this semester that
the average ACT score for incoming freshmen this semester was 22, an increase from
21.4 from last year. Ransdell
said it was not a rising trends
but a direct result of more selective and higher admission
requirements. The average

freshmen GPA has also risen
from 3.14 to 3.19.
“It’s a process,” Meredith
said. “We’re shaping the class.”
Meredith said he feels confident the new admission
standards will help WKU in the
long run.
“We have a stronger class
that came in this fall,” Meredith said. “I feel pretty good
about that. I think its part
of a greater plan to bring in
students that are ready to
hit the ground running academically and be successful and also be retained at a
higher level.”
Meredith said he doesn’t
plan for the drop in enroll-

ment to be a trend for WKU
in the near future. Meredith
said WKU has changed the
way they attract prospective
students, including stronger
communication,
increased
recruitment efforts in certain
areas and automatically considering students who apply
to WKU by a certain date for
scholarship money.
“I think if anything we’re
going to see some pluses out
of these new initiatives,” Meredith said. “We spent in a lot of
time and effort into that, so I’m
hopeful.”
Despite the increase in enrollment for some universities
in Kentucky, such as the University of Kentucky and Murray State University, Meredith
said WKU will continue their
strategies for attracting students.
“We have our unique strategies here,” Meredith said. “We
have a great product to sell
here at WKU and we are working to get the brand out in front
of more students…”
Sharon Hunter, coordina-

tor of College Readiness and
interim co-director of Admissions, said WKU is making
sure prospective students are
prepared for college while they
are in high school.
Hunter said WKU encourages high school students to
complete their pre-college
curriculum for free while they
have the chance.
“We want them to focus
on their preparation,” Hunter said. “You don’t want to
come to college and pay to
take Algebra 2. That’s just not
smart.”
Hunter said WKU is also
increasing their efforts on
retention, including using MAP-Works, a retention
software package that contains a survey that is sent to
all WKU students, and college success.
“We are looking at the entire
range of the enrollment experience,“ Hunter said.
Hunter said WKU will continue to focus on a broad range
of students, despite the admissions criteria change.
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WKU Herald Underground is a bimonthly online video series
dedicated to showcasing local bands. musicians from across the
area use the basement of our Student Publications building to
perform acoustic sets. Each video will be accompanied by a short
bio about the band and both will be posted on wkuherald.com.
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Be kind,
REWIND

The Herald staff picked the most eye-catching images
which best represent the fall 2013 semester at WKU.
Thank you, Photo staff, for all of your hard work.

Glasgow senior Taylor Emberton clings to escort Justin Wellum after winning the Homecoming crown during halftime of WKU's game against Troy on Saturday, Oct. 26. Emberton represented Kappa Delta sorority and Kappa Alpha fraternity. DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD

Tariq Shabazz holds a candle during a prayer in front of Pearce-Ford Tower
on Friday, Sept. 13 to honor his son, Larry Thomas. "I can't even say that these
arrests bring comfort," Shabazz said about suspects being taken into custody. "Now these parents will have to go without a son as well." Thomas was
shot on Sept. 2 and died from his wounds a day later at Vanderbilt University
Medical Center in Nashville. BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

LEFT: St. Louis junior
guard for the Lady Toppers basketball team Jasmine Crawford dances
on the hood of a jeep in
the Pearce-Ford Tower
parking lot on Aug. 23
during the "Twerk Fest,"
which was announced
by the @WKU17 Twitter
account. TYLER ESSARY/
HERALD

BELOW: Princess, a chihuahua, relaxes on a boogie board with her owner
Mckayla Manning during
the Puppy Paddle hosted
by the Bowling Green
Warren County Humane
Society at the Russell
Sims Aquatic Center on
Saturday, Sept. 14. The
11th annual Puppy Paddle charged a fee of $10
per dog to swim in the
pool, with 100 percent
of proceeds going to the
Bowling Green Warren
County Humane Society.
SHELBY MACK/HERALD
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Eak Taing, 56, makes donuts in the kitchen of Great American Donut Shop. Taing moved to the United States from Cambodia when he was 24. He said his
business still make donuts the old-fashioned way. PHOTOS BY TYLER ESSARY/HERALD

HIDDEN TREASURE

Donut shop offers welcoming environment for students
formed an expectation when going to GADS.

BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

T

“We have long-time reputations with the community,” he said. “Espe-

o outsiders, the Great American Donut Shop does not seem
like much. To locals, however, it is a hidden treasure.
Urbanspoon, a site that recommends restaurants de-

cially college students come for an environment where they can meet up
together.”
Campbellsburg native Cameran Smith, a 2012 WKU graduate, said the

pending on location,

shop is unique in that it is person-

recently named the Great American

able and constantly available. She

Donut Shop — known affectionate-

said she was not interested in cam-

ly as GADS —the No. 1 restaurant in

pus parties, so it was nice to have a

Bowling Green.

place to go at night.

Cambodia native Sae Taing

“It’s one of the few places that’s

opened GADS 23 years ago, and

open 24 hours a day that’s chill,”

it has since made its mark on the

she said. “It’s the laid-back atmo-

town. Most customers are regulars

sphere that drew most of us, and

who find themselves returning for

the fact that you can depend on it

more than the famed donuts.

when you don’t want a big crowd or

Employee Thai Eng, also from
Cambodia, said customers have

Freshly glazed donuts simmer in the window at Great American Donut Shop.

a lot of noise.”

SEE GADS PAGE B2

FREQUENT FACES

Julie Ransdell holds WKU close to heart
BY JACOB PARKER
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

When Julie Ransdell first came
to WKU as a freshman, she had
no idea the role the university
would play in her life.
“I think when you get to be
my age, what has made you
are all your experiences in life,”
Ransdell said. “When I got
here, I joined a sorority and became very involved in student
life. That’s sort of what we do
now, so maybe it never went
away.”
Through her involvement in
Chi Omega sorority, Ransdell
would come to meet her future husband, WKU President
Gary Ransdell, by going to a

fraternity-sorority was a sister
to mixer.
“I didn’t like him at all at first,"
she said. "He was a pledge,
and I was dating an active, so
I had no interest in him at all.”
But he was a rather persistent
young man and then his work
ethic, his drive, really attracted
me to him.”
After a first date spent walking around campus during the
fall of 1971, the Ransdells have
been together ever since.
“We got married senior year
with no idea with what the
future held, but it’s been a fun
ride,” she said. “We’ve been
married 40 years now.”
Over the years, the Ransdells
have enjoyed doing an array of

things together, including raising two sons, Patrick and Matthew, walking their dogs, reading, gardening and cooking.
“Gary’s the king of cinnamon
rolls,” she said. “He makes
them from scratch, and they’re
to die for.”
However, Ransdell said her
favorite activity is traveling
around the world, especially
on study abroad trips with students — something that the
Ransdells try to do each year.
“The students at WKU have
amazing opportunities to do
things. We like to do it with
them,” she said. “Traveling the
world is a life-changing event
because you see how small the
SEE RANSDELL PAGE B2

Julie Ransdell, right, walks her two dogs, Tsavo, bottom and Spirit,
back right, with her friend Ann Allen, of Bowling Green, on Nov.
25. BRIAN POWERS/HERALD
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Graduation stirs mix of emotions, optimism
BY TESSA DUVALL
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM
Feelings are
funny things.
Remember
a month ago
when I was so
excited about
becoming an
alumna
of
WKU and proDuvall
claimed ‘the best
homecomings are yet to come’
and yadda yadda yadda?
Can someone remind me of
that, please?
You see, this time of the
semester is full of “lasts” —
one right after the other,

smacking me in the face. Last
semi-formal. Last week of
undergraduate classes. Last
sorority meeting. Last College Heights Herald byline.
Last Student Publications
banquet. Last day as a student of WKU.
If change is inevitable, then
why does it freak me out so
much?
I remember when graduation suddenly felt like a reality:
the day I went to the grad fair.
On my way into the Augenstein Alumni Center, I saw a
girl walk out, cap and gown in
hand.
I forgot to order mine, I
thought. Crap.

Then I stepped inside the
ballroom only to see boxes
upon boxes full of caps and
gowns directly across the room
from me.
Oh. We get those today.
When I was handed my cap
and gown, one of the women
working at the table pointed
out my reaction.
“Oh, it did just hit her! Look,
she’s getting emotional. And
red!” she said, grinning at me.
Here’s the thing: I am red,
and not just in that moment.
I am the truest shade of Hilltopper Red. I was raised by
two WKU alumni and sold Girl
Scout Cookies to the Lady Topper basketball team as a little

girl. I learned the Fight Song by
heart before freshman year began and still take a picture with
Big Red every chance I get.
WKU has very much become a
part of me.
I am at home on this Hill.
Although I know WKU will
always be close to my heart, I
am still dreading Dec. 14.
Suddenly the graduation
cap that has been staring at
me for the last month will
come out of the bag and sit
atop my head. My name will
be called, I’ll hug Gary and
turn my tassel.
For the first time since age
five, I will no longer be a student.

I suppose that could be a
nice change. I definitely won’t
miss all-nighters in Mass Media’s computer lab, nor 14hour days on campus.
But, that also means no
more late-night GADS trips
and no more walking by the
cherry tree blossoms every
spring.
It’s a little odd to feel so conflicted about this graduation
thing, but I think it’s a good
sign. It means I loved my time
on the Hill and am sad to see it
end. It also means I’m excited
about my future, but anxious
about what it may hold.
Feelings are funny things, indeed.

CHIC CHICKS

Fashion trends to revive your winter look

BY MONTA REINFELDE
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
I remember back in August
when my favorite fashion
magazines – Harper’s Bazaar,
Vogue and Red - came out
with the September issue, covering everything about winter
fashion. It was interesting to
see what to expect in a couple
of months, but besides that,
I didn’t want to think any further than flip-flops, beach
waves and a white, lace dress.
It’s different in winter. In one

RANSDELL

CONTINUED FROM LIFE

world is now through social
media and things like that.”
Having travelled to several
different countries, including
France, Italy and the Galapogos Islands, Ransdell has a fair
amount of flying miles under
her belt. However, her favorite
trip, a two-week stay in Kenya,
is one that she counts as an influential experience.

GADS

CONTINUED FROM LIFE
Bowling Green prides itself on small businesses that
make themselves unique
in one way or another. For
Smith, it is that locality that
made all the difference for
GADS gaining their local

week we will get out of school,
and once we come back, New
York Fashion Week will be just
two weeks away. For those who
are interested, it starts on Feb.
6 and ends on Feb. 13. That’s
when the full list of the newest fashion trends for spring
will come out, right at the time
when layering and cuddling
up in warm coats and jackets
starts to get annoying as well
as old. Why wait that long? I
want to give you a rundown of
the first spring fashion trends
that you can start wearing
now. Or, at least give you some
new ideas to include in your
Christmas wish list.

opportunity to express your
thoughts in a stylish way. It is
not that important what you
say, as long as it is loud and
clear, written in a bold font
all over your sweater or a bag.
Some cool ideas are all over the
runway. Look no further than
Alexander Wang and Kenzo.
Large prints look the best with
simple jeans or shorts, but can
be easily dressed up with large
pieces of jewelry. More is more!
For some good street-style inspiration, search Miroslava
Duma, creator of the Russian
fashion website Buro 24/7.
She knows how to do it best.

Conversation Starter

undone, reverse the process.
Button up the first couple
and leave the rest undone.
It’s so fast, simple and fashion forward. Some designers take it even further. They
do it with dresses too. If you
want to see how this trend
looks on someone before trying it out yourself, check out
some pictures from Diesel,
Rodarte, Trussardi and John
Richmond shows.

keep it cool and effortless, and
once again, please don’t overdo
it. For a sexier look, pair denim
overalls with heels and possibly, you could even wear a belt.

‘70s Fringe

Wordplay on pretty much
any piece of clothing and accessory is one of the winter
trends, but will continue in
spring. That’s such a great

If you have a button down
shirt — literally, any kind of
button down shirt — the rest
takes not even a minute to
rock the latest trend. Instead
of leaving a few top buttons

This is not a theme party, so
avoid overkill, but some unexpected western elements
in outfits can look extremely
fashionable. Some of the subtrends emerging in the upcoming season are the ones to
consider for your cowgirl twist.
Think cowboy boots, embroidered shirts, low-slung massive belts and denim. Try to

It’s unbelievable how long
some fashion trends survive.
The first fringes in apparel appeared in ancient Mesopotamia. Then, they were extremely in style in the ‘70s and now
it seems fringes are back again,
bolder than ever. Variations are
endless. You can have them
just as a small eye-catching
detail on your shirt or dress,
fringes can cover the whole
dress, or they can embellish
a short dress, adding some
length. Any of these ideas
are excellent choices for New
Year’s Eve. Keep it glamorous
and dark in winter, but effortless and bohemian in spring.

“We slept on the ground for
two weeks in the bush, and it
was a life-changing experience,” she said. “The poverty
is so different than what we
have… You want to do for
those people, so we came
back selling baskets through
SIFE [Students In Free Enterprise].”
Ransdell plans to go back to
Kenya one day but plans to still
keep track of the places she is
going in the meantime.
“We have a map that pin-

points every place we’ve been,”
she said.
Closest to her heart is her
family, Ransdell said, which includes her dogs Diddle, Spirit
(of Western), and Tsavo.
“We have two boys, two
grandchildren, one [of my
sons] is getting married next
year here on campus, at the
Chandler [Memorial] Chapel,”
she said. “Since I walk dogs every morning on campus, my
dogs are extremely important
to me — they’re actually family

members.”
Since coming back to WKU
16 years ago, Ransdell said she
feels she has come full circle.
“Coming back here is a passion. It’s not about anything
other than we need to get
[Western] as good as it can be,”
she said, adding that Gary is
always brainstorming ideas
to improve. “Gary’s sort of the
energizer bunny — there’s always another project in the
background and there’s always
a creative way about how to

do it. WKU is a passion, and
we will leave it better than we
found it.”
All in all, Ransdell said she
loves spending time with students and being so close to the
campus that she loves.
“I wake up with a smile on
my face because there’s nowhere else I’d rather be,” she
said. “There are no typical
days. You don’t want them to
be the same, you want them
to be different. You want every
day to be a surprise.”

regulars, a group she quickly
claimed to be a part of.
“I used to come here all the
time — at least three or four
times a month — to get my donut fix or hang out,” she said.
Rauel Lebewitz, originally
from Virgina Beach, moved
to Bowling Green in 2008 and
shared similar sentiments for
GADS’ qualities. As a fellow

small business owner, Lebewitz understands the importance of being open 24 hours.
“Twenty-four hour businesses are in their own unique
breed, because you can be
home asleep and you’re making money,” he said.
However, GADS is still more
than a shop to Lebewitz and
his family.

“We used to come here
about every week, but since
my daughter went to college, now it’s about every
month,” he said. “I still come
for the company — the atmosphere.”
Lebewitz said he enjoys being able to go into the shop and
joke with the baker, Eak Taing,
who can be found working all

night, every night, preparing
donuts for the next day. Taing
works by a simple but productive method.
“We never count the donuts
we make, because we follow
the customer,” Taing said.
“We bake by hand, very slow.
And we start in the evening
and don’t stop until we’re
done.”

Genius Simplicity

Urban Cowgirl

WKUHERALD.com
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THE REMOTE

The highs and lows in my year of TV viewing
BY RYAN PAIT
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

PAIT
Columnist

I watch a lot of TV.
It’s kind of my job.
In 2013, I’ve started and finished 14
shows in addition
to all the other stuff
that I watch regularly. Whoops.
Here’s what I’ve
loved and loathed
this year.

LOVED: Basically
everything from HBO.
A number of the shows I’ve completed this year have been HBO originals,
and I’ve been hugely enamored with
each and every one of them.
“Game of Thrones,” “Girls” and
“Veep” represent the best of what television has to offer right now.
“Game of Thrones” takes a geeky,
sprawling book series (that I love) and
turns it into must-see TV that’s tightly

constructed and spectacularly acted.
“Girls” takes a grim look at the quasiglamorous lives of young adults in their
twenties and never thinks twice about
what it has to say. It’s HBO’s unflinching
wunderkind, and it’s fantastic.
“Veep” takes an established comedic
actress (national treasure Julia LouisDreyfus) and shows that if you give talented people great material, the result
is ridiculously hilarious.
LOATHED: The Emmys
As a TV fanatic, the Emmys are a big
time of the year for me. My excitement was at an all-time high this year
because I liked the nominees and the
host, the usually reliable Neil Patrick
Harris.
But between the weird upsets (Jeff
Bridges for Best Actor?) and tired wins
(“Modern Family” for Best Comedy Series? Again?), this year’s awards felt like
duds.
Paired with a severely toned-down
Neil Patrick Harris and a ceremony
weirdly obsessed with celebrity death,

the 2013 Emmys were maybe some of
the worst in recent memory.
LOVED: Brilliant — and different —
new series
“Bates Motel,” “House of Cards” and
“Top of the Lake” all showed that TV is
at its best when it’s not playing by the
rules.
“Bates Motel” took what sounded
like a terrible premise — a modernday prequel to “Psycho” — and made
it compelling and unpredictable. Vera
Farmiga and Freddie Highmore are
stellar as one of pop culture’s most famous Oedipal pairs.
“House of Cards,” Netflix’s big-budget
original series, became the year’s first
“binge-watch” series when it went up
on Netflix Instant. Sometimes the best
TV isn’t even on TV.
“Top of the Lake” took a familiar
premise and made it weird and outstanding. The miniseries follows a detective investigating the disappearance
of a young girl, which is boilerplate
when it comes to TV.

But by transporting the series to New
Zealand, putting Oscar-nominated
director Jane Campion in charge, and
setting Elisabeth Moss (“Mad Men”)
in the lead role, the Sundance Channel original turned out to be one of the
best, most cohesive viewing experiences of the year.
Also: Elisabeth Moss was robbed at
the Emmys. Just saying.

WORST: “Political Animals” needs to
be put down.
While I wanted more of “Top of the
Lake,” I wanted USA’s miniseries “Political Animals” to die, die, die.
From tone deaf writing to bad performances from usually reliable actors,
“Political Animals” was one of those
rare series where everything is just perfectly wrong.
The worst part? It was nominated for
three major Emmy awards and took
home one. Thank goodness it’s a miniseries, because I don’t know if I could
live with the idea of knowing that more
of it existed.

THE REEL

Late action star’s films were a summertime treat

BY BEN CONNIFF
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM
Coming off a long workday on Black
Friday in which I started a shift at 4:30
a.m., I knew it was going to take at least
a day to fully recover.
But my post-Thanksgiving recuperation was interrupted on Saturday by
the sudden news that Paul Walker, a
key cast member in “The Fast and The

Furious” movie franchise, died in a car
accident in Valencia, Santa Clarita, Calif.
Walker, and professionally trained
race car driver Roger Rodas, eased into
a red 2005 Porsche Carrera GT after a
charity event and set out on a short test
drive with Rodas behind the wheel.
Less than a mile from where the
event was held, the Porsche ricocheted off a concrete pole and then
slammed into a tree before bursting
into flames.
It was difficult to hear that the “Fast
and Furious” star had passed after a
brutal car accident. For me, I initially
took the news of Walker's death with a
grain of salt — it sounded like a headline from The Onion or another one
of those stupid Twitter celebrity death
hoaxes, like Adam Sandler's fatal snow-

boarding accident.
Once the rumors were finally confirmed, I felt shaken to my core.
I never viewed Walker as a bastion of
acting prowess. He wasn't going to be
at the Oscars any time soon.
But since I grew up enjoying him in
the “Fast and Furious” movies, I feel
like I've lost a friend.
In middle school, I spent countless
summer afternoons watching “2 Fast
2 Furious” after going to the pool with
friends.
Walker didn't star in “Tokyo Drift,”
the series' third installment, but my
friends and I liked making the connections to the two previous films.
When Walker returned to action in
the fourth film, I went with those same
friends from middle school to see it.
We were all disappointed because

“Fast and Furious” was such a grim
departure from the gleeful adrenaline
rush of the original street races.
Then the series started to truly embrace its far-fetched nature in “Fast
Five” and “Fast and Furious 6” — the
series' most entertaining films to
date.
I couldn't wait to see what Walker
had in store for us in “Fast and Furious 7.”
With shooting over halfway finished
before the time of Walker's passing,
Universal Pictures has since suspended production in order to determine
the fate of the franchise.
Walker was quoted as saying, “if one
day the speed kills me, do not cry because I was smiling.”
Deal.

COLD

SNAP
BY BRIAN POWERS

W

KU students walk to

hot, over 10 degrees warmer than

class during a warm

the average 48 for December. The

first day back after the Thanksgiv-

weather will get colder as the week

ing holiday weekend on Monday.

goes on, when the temperatures dip

Temperatures have been unusually

back into the 40s.
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Passing the BATON

A fall semester of firsts, This spring, the Herald
goodbye and good luck is coming to students
BY MICHAEL MCKAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

I have two more semesters here at WKU,
but by the time this issue hits the stands I will
have graduated from
the hardest, most fulfilling program I’ve ever
been in.
It’s hard to think
McKay
about my first semester
Fall 2013
at the Herald without
Editor-in-Chief cringing.
I was so eager and
intimidated when I got
my first assignment — a “foam party”
on campus, the thought of which is still
pretty disgusting.
The photographer I was with, Jabin
Botsford, wouldn’t let me leave as soon
as I got there. He pushed me (not literally, thank God) to talk to people. He
didn’t let me leave after five minutes.
My hands were visibly shaking
even as I was seriously asking someone about rolling around in soap suds.
What high stakes!
But I got that story in. And then one
after the other until this column, which
will bring my total to 118.
But without turning this into a
self-aggrandizing spiel on how I rose
through the ranks and became the tyrant editor-in-chief I secretly hope to
be remembered for, I actually want to
tell you about my staff.
In journalism, we rarely write about
ourselves.
We don’t have the opportunity to
tell you about the daily struggle to put
together such a beautiful product —
unless you are a family member or a
friend, in which case it’s the only thing
we ever talk about. Sorry about that.
I came back from a study abroad trip
in May to find $2 million slashed from
the budget. The spring staff had already
sent the last paper for the semester. So,

during finals week, my staff put together a paper about the budget cuts in a
day and put it online. That was a first
for the Herald.
There’s been a lot of firsts this fall.
We created a page for photojournalism, erasing the stigma that photographers work for the writers. That page
was in every single issue, and it’s one of
my proudest accomplishments as an
editor.
We also started Herald Underground, a video series you can learn
more about in this issue.
We shook up our writing and killed
our most well-known series, “AtoZ,” to
break out of the box. The profiles and
stories this semester have been strong
and more enticing to you — I can say
that because more people are picking
us up than they have before.
Our news design is leaps and bounds
above anything I’ve ever seen at a college paper, or even local papers.
Our goal this semester has been to
give you something you want to pick
up and read.
It hasn’t been a perfect semester,
and I haven’t been perfect either. That
said, we’ve done so well because we
aren’t afraid to try something new and
totally fail. I’m beyond grateful to the
fall staff for that.
I didn’t realize it at first, but the best
part of my job this semester has been
proofreading the pages for errors. In
the beginning they were hemorrhaging
with red. Now, there’s a scrape or two
on a page. I have actual, physical proof
that people are learning.
Proof that people care about getting
better.
I don’t know if there’s physical proof
that I’ve learned how to be a better
manager — maybe that my nose hasn’t
been broken by someone here.
I’ve learned a lot about writing and a
lot about working with people.
A good amount of the reason this
semester has been so successful is be-

Download
the new
WKUHERALD
app on
iTunes and
Google Play

BY JOANNA WILLIAMS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
There is a scene
in Pixar’s 2013 summer hit “Monsters
University” where,
after having an embarrassing photo
taken of them and
put on the front
page of the camWilliams pus
newspaper,
Spring 2014
the main characEditor-in-Chief ter Mike says to his
concerned friends,
“Don’t worry. No one reads the
school newspaper anyway.”
It’s a lighthearted moment in the
movie and got a small chuckle out
me as I watched it with my younger
brother over Thanksgiving break,
but I do think it represents a bigger
topic at hand. Who reads the school
newspaper nowadays?
It is my job as the incoming editor-in-chief to figure out how can
we inform readers but also frame
the information in a way that
makes it appealing to the student
body.
It is something I think every editor struggles with. I am no different. I’ve been thinking about it for

cause of my Managing Editor Taylor
Harrison. She’s been my partner and
MVP since that first day in May.
Taylor, I speak for everyone in the
office when I say thank you for consistently calling me out on my bullshit.
I’m thankful to have a staff of people
who believed in me and believed in the
paper and for the triad of Herald advisers, Chuck Clark, Carrie Pratt and Mr.
Adams, who haven’t been afraid to duel
with me when I’ve been so sure about
a bad idea.

a while now, and what I’ve come
up with is that the editor needs to
be proactive.
The Herald has always had an
open-door policy when it comes to
people giving us news and tips. We
sincerely want to hear from you.
But wanting students to call, email,
(and in that rare moment) write to
us doesn’t always translate to it actually happening.
There could be numerous reasons why, but I know often people
don’t have the time or the courage
to come to the newspaper with
their ideas or issues. That’s why
next semester we’re coming to you.
By that, I mean myself and whoever else I can find plan to come
to your meetings, gatherings and
get-togethers to speak with you
all about what you care about and
what you want to see from a campus newspaper.
After all, we are here to serve
and inform you. We cannot possibly do that without knowing what
it is that you want and care about.
There are a lot of things I’m excited about next semester at the
Herald, but finding new ways to
engage readers and help them become better media consumers is
what drives me most.

Working 40-plus hours a week at the
Herald has meant we’ve spent a lot of
time together. Not every hour has been
the most fun (or even pleasant sometimes), but I wouldn’t want be anywhere else.
I’m lucky to have had this job for as
long as I have, and I’m thankful WKU
has an organization that has helped me
so much.
I hope Joanna Williams and her staff
for spring 2014 get as much out of this
as we did.
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iraculous

Leitchfield senior Jayme Pharis recently discovered she is a perfect match to donate bone marrow. Pharis will likely have to travel to Washington, D.C., to donate to a complete stranger. DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD

Student prepares for journey as bone marrow donor
BY SAM OSBORNE
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Kevin Pharis, Jayme's father

When Jayme Pharis happened
across a four-leaf clover on an October
morning earlier this fall, she had a feeling a wave of good luck was coming her
way.
Moments later, she got a phone call
with life-changing implications.
Pharis, a Leitchfield senior, didn’t
recognize the number but felt compelled to answer anyway.
The caller asked Pharis for her birthdate and if she remembered signing up
for the bone marrow registry in April
2012.
“I thought she was going to ask me
if I wanted to donate a dollar,” Pharis
laughed.
But the news her unexpected caller
was about to deliver was much deeper
than a monetary contribution.
“She asked me if I was sitting down,
and it still didn’t click,” Pharis said.
“Then I sat down and she said, ‘Well,
you’re a match for someone.’”
Pharis sunk into her couch, attempting to digest the information. Her
A-positive blood was a perfect match
for a person in need.
“I got hot, I started sweating a little
bit,” she said. “I’ve just always known,
Sam always told us over and over, it’s a
miracle. Less than one percent of people get matched.”
Louisville senior Sam Kimura, a sister of Pharis’ in Alpha Delta Pi sorority,
organized the bone marrow drive in
April 2012 that Pharis participated in.
The cause of bone marrow donation is
one that is very important to Kimura,
as she battles with aplastic anemia, an
autoimmune disorder in which bone
marrow fails to make enough blood
cells. Kimura was thrilled when she
heard the news.
“When I found out that Jayme was
a match for somebody, I was over-

joyed,” she said. “It is such a rare thing
to get called as a match, and the fact
that a friend in my own sorority was
called was just amazing. I was excited
for Jayme and her patient because, for
both, it would be a life-changing experience.”
In the U.S., a person is diagnosed
with blood cancer approximately every
four minutes, and approximately every
10 minutes someone dies, according to
deletebloodcancer.org.
The agonizing pain of losing a loved
one while on a waiting list for an organ
donation is something Pharis has dealt
with firsthand.
“I had a brother when I was little,
and he passed away waiting for a lung
transplant,” Pharis said. “I think that
might have been the biggest decision,
just that I have the potential to save
somebody from that.”
Pharis said she knew immediately
after receiving the phone call that she
would do anything to potentially save
a life.
“I just thought about Jared and what
I would give to have him back and
what my family would give to have him
back,” she said.
Pharis said she doesn’t know the
identity of her match but does know
she is a college-aged female, which also
resonated with her.
“That was purely coincidence —
they don’t match you by age or anything,” Pharis said. “It’s just purely who
is your match. That hit home whenever
she told me that. It made me think if I
was in the reverse situation.”
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Blood cancer
at a glance

I teared up when she told me. Knowing a family would
be getting news that I'm sure they had hoped and
prayed for touched me the same as I think it would
have if we had been the family seeking a donor.”

Use Your BIG RED DOLLARS
to Enjoy STUDENT SPECIALS
for DINE-IN or DELIVERY!
ASK OUR TEAM FOR DETAILS

Radcliff senior Meighan Shumate is
one of Pharis’ best friends and has competed in pageants with her throughout
college. Pharis said many friends were
wary of her participation in the donation process because her final pageant
ever, Miss Kentucky County Fair, looms
in January.
“Jayme is not a selfish person,” she
said. “Her first thought was not of the
January pageant, it was of helping. This
is certainly a burden, but a good burden — she is putting another’s needs
well above her own.”
Kevin Pharis, Jayme’s father, said he
was proud his daughter has the chance
to make an impact.
“When we got the confirmation that
she indeed was a match, I teared up
when she told me,” he said. “Knowing
a family would be getting news that
I’m sure they had hoped and prayed
for touched me the same as I think it
would have if we had been the family
seeking a donor.”
Kevin said he knows the donation
will likely be painful but wholeheartedly supports his daughter and the life
she can potentially save.
“I know there are risks and the process will be uncomfortable, but I feel
it’s little compared to what the recipient has endured,” he said. “I support
her physically and emotionally with all
my heart in the process.”
At this point, Jayme said she is
waiting for doctors to notify her if her
match is well enough for a donation.
When she receives the call, she said
she will most likely travel to Washing-

• About 70 percent of
patients in need of a transplant do not have a matching donor in their family
• One person is diagnosed with blood cancer
approximately every four
minutes.
• One person dies of
blood cancer approximately every ten minutes.
• Blood cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths and kills more
children than any other
diease in the U. S.
Statistics from deletebloodcancer.org

ton, D.C. for the donation. The process involves receiving an IV in each
arm or through four incisions in her
pelvic bone.
Pharis said since receiving the
news she is a match, it has consumed
her thoughts on a daily basis. She said
she welcomed the sense of purpose
that being a bone marrow match gives
her.
“It’s weird knowing someone needs
me,“ Pharis said. “With the past year,
I’ve had a tough time. I broke up with
my boyfriend who I’d been with forever and I thought I was going to marry. I
quit nursing school on a whim. I’m just
a firm believer that everything happens for a reason, and I knew as soon
as I got that call that all that had led up
to this.”
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Lady Toppers set to host third
“Spread the Red Education Game”
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU will open Diddle Arena to
thousands of local students during the
Lady Topper basketball game against
Georgia State on Jan. 8 as a “Spread the
Red Education Game,” the school announced Tuesday.
The game will mark the conclusion
of a month-long collaborative program
between WKU Athletics and local area
schools.
Over 2,100 local students are expected to attend. Teachers will use information on WKU student-athletes as a
means of teaching history, math, reading and geography to their students
leading up to the game.
Athletics Director Todd Stewart

COLUMN

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
pointer effort from that night proves
to be more of a norm than an outlier,
the Toppers may have found the third
scorer that they desperately need.
Aside from bringing the new guys
into the lineup, WKU should have
other goals for the break — specifically, get off to a good start in confer-

said the game allows many local area
children — many of whom have never
had the opportunity to be on WKU’s
campus — to experience it for the first
time.
“It brings a lot of young people to our
campus for the first time,” Stewart said.
“…When we can get young people on
our campus and have them experience
not just our athletic department, but
our university for the first time, that’s
certainly a great thing.”
Lady Topper coach Michelle ClarkHeard said she’s excited for both the fan
support and the university.
“I’m super excited to be sitting here
today as the head coach, and excited
about the 2,100 students that will be in
here cheering really loud for us,” Heard
said. “This is a special place.”

ence play.
The Toppers’ Sun Belt Conference
schedule is set to kick off on Jan. 2 at
South Alabama. WKU will be tested
coming down the December stretch
against NCAA Tournament teams such
as Louisville and Ole Miss — if the
Toppers can pick up some experience
against the national contenders, they
should have a better shot of living up
to their preseason Sun Belt champion
predictions.

SPORTS BRIEF

Three seniors to play in all-star games
Three Topper seniors have been
chosen to play in separate NCAA allstar games next month.
Senior running back Antonio Andrews has been invited to play in the
Reese’s Senior Bowl, senior linebacker
Xavius Boyd has been asked to take part
in the Medal of Honor Bowl and senior
linebacker Andrew Jackson has been
selected to play in the East-West Shrine
Game and the NFLPA Collegiate Bowl.
The all-star games are intended to
showcase graduating seniors before the
NFL Draft.
Andrews set a new WKU record this
season with 1,730 rushing yards, good
for No. 4 in the NCAA, and he currently
leads all FBS players with an average of
218.3 all-purpose yards per game. The
Reese’s Senior Bowl will take place on
Jan. 25 in Mobile, Ala.
Boyd had a breakout season for the

Toppers, leading WKU and the Sun Belt
Conference as a whole with 15.5 tackles for loss and 8.5 sacks while picking
up 103 total tackles. This is the first year
players will compete in the Medal of
Honor Bowl, which will be held on Jan.
11 in Charleston, S.C.
Jackson has been the focal point of
the Topper defense for the past three
seasons. He finished the regular season
with 95 total tackles and has racked up
326 tackles over the course of his career.
He is expected to participate in either
the East-West Shrine Game in St. Petersburg, Fla., or the NFLPA Collegiate
Bowl in Los Angeles. Both take place on
Jan. 18.
The WKU football team is still waiting to find out if it will compete in a
bowl game.
-Herald Staff

WKUHERALD.com
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TOPPERNATION
The Topper athletics teams came into the 2013 season with high hopes and expectations during WKU’s last
year in the Sun Belt Conference. The men’s basketball team has gotten off to an up-and-down start, while the
Lady Toppers have taken their knocks against top competition and seen success against other foes. The football team, meanwhile, is still waiting to hear what the postseason holds — the Toppers could be headed to a
bowl game, or they could start their holiday vacations early. A decision on WKU’s postseason fate is expected
sometime this weekend. Be sure to check wkuherald.com over the break to keep up with the action.

Junior guard Alexis Govan struggles to maintain control of the ball as she
dribbles toward the basket. WKU lost 74-61 against No. 4 Louisville on Nov. 27
at Diddle Arena. JEFF BROWN/HERALD
Defensive
specialist Ashley
Potts (2) jumps
on setter Melanie
Stutsman (14)
after Stutsman
breaks the WKU
record for career
assists during the
first set of the
Lady Topper's
3-2 victory over
South Alabama
Friday, Nov. 15,
at Diddle Arena.
MIKE CLARK/
HERALD

Coach Bobby Petrino walks to the sidelines during the first half of Saturday's
game against Arkansas State. The Toppers won the game 34-31 to finish the
season 8-4, the best record WKU has posted since becoming an FBS member,
but they are still waiting to hear their postseason fate. The NCAA will announce this weekend whether or not WKU has been selected for postseason
play. AUSTIN ANTHONY/HERALD

SPORTS
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Becoming

MEN'S BASKETBALL

It’s going to be
an interesting
break for Topper
basketball team

@WKUHERALDSPORTS

ROAD WARRIORS

BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Fans who tuned
in to watch the men’s
basketball
team
fall 74-62 to Bowling Green State on
Monday probably
ended up wishing
they were watching Topper Talk, AnAULBACH
tiques Roadshow, or
Sports
hell, any other show
editor
the WKU PBS station
normally broadcasts.
It was a brutal night for the Toppers. WKU shot 25 percent in the
second half, hit 12-of-27 free throws
and were hardly competitive after
giving up an early 9-0 lead. Luckily
for them, Christmas may be coming early in the form of two immediate contributors who will be able
to play at the end of the semester.
Redshirt freshman Chris Harrison-Docks and junior Trency
Jackson, a pair of transfer guards,
will each be eligible to hit the court
for the first time in WKU’s red and
white on Dec. 14 against Louisville.
The Toppers need offense. It’s no
secret — WKU (4-3) ranks No. 333
in the NCAA in points per game,
posting an average of less than 63
points through seven games this
season on just .387 shooting.
Other guys are contributing —
junior forward Aaron Adeoye, in
his first season at WKU, trails junior forward George Fant with 5.5
rebounds per game, and freshman
guard Payton Hulsey looks like a
natural fit to replace Jamal Crook at
the point.
But Fant and junior guard T.J.
Price are scoring an average of 30.2
of WKU’s points per game, with no
one else averaging more than 5.7.
Once you get past those two guys, I
just don’t see a lot of scoring on this
team yet.
That could change at the start of
winter break. Harrison-Docks, who
was on Butler’s roster as a point
guard for two exhibition games,
looks like a lights-out three-point
shooter in the limited highlights I’ve
seen from him, and Jackson was a
one-man highlight reel and top
scorer at Hilltopper Hysteria back
in October. I’d expect both of them
to see immediate playing time.
Coach Ray Harper has made it
sound like Jackson in particular
should become an important part
of the WKU lineup as soon as he’s eligible. He became a fan favorite with
his high-flying dunks at Hilltopper
Hysteria. If the 19-point, five-threeSEE COLUMN PAGE B6

Freshman guard Payton Hulsey drives the ball against Eastern Illinois' Keenen Anderson during their game Saturday at
Diddle Arena. WKU won 68-53. JEFF BROWN/HERALD

WKU looks to end road struggles at Southern Illinois
BY TYLER LASHBROOK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Toppers are a markedly different team on the road than they are at
home.
Through seven games, WKU (4-3)
has amassed four wins — each within
confines of Diddle Arena. The team’s
three losses, meanwhile, have all
come on the road.
However, WKU will have a chance
to right its road woes Saturday in Carbondale, Ill., against Southern Illinois.
“They’re definitely going to zone
us,” Coach Ray Harper told WKU Radio after the Toppers’ 74-62 at Bowling Green State. “Why wouldn’t they? I
mean, we’ve not proven through seven games that we’re very good against
zone.
“At times, I don’t know what else
we can do,” he said. “We get the ball
in great spots. But we’ve got to look at
film and try and figure out some other
ways to possibly score.”
Teams use zones to bait their opponents into shooting from downtown. Through seven games, WKU
has seen a lot of zone and is hitting
three-pointers at just a 28.3 percent
clip. The team is shooting a hair under
39 percent from the field.
SIU (2-6) is traditionally a good
basketball program, but the team has
struggled early this year and has split
their two home games. They are led by

Score

62 74
WKU

BGSU

Quick Stats

4-0
0-3

Winslosses at
home
Winslosses on
the road

6-foot-5-inch senior guard Desmar
Jackson, who is averaging 21 points
and 4.6 rebounds per game this season.
After WKU’s loss Monday night,
Harper said his team has to be mentally tough.
“That’s how you win on the road —
is being mentally tough,” Harper told
WKU Radio.
On Saturday night, after a hot second half in which the Toppers shot
14-of-21 of the field, junior forward
George Fant said the team doesn’t
need to change philosophies to win
on the road.
“There’s not too much to correct,”
Fant said. “You just got to win a game.
It all comes down, ultimately, to winning the game.
“We have a team that can go out

and play and win,” he continued.
“I don’t think that any of our away
games were just, you know, us getting
beat. I think we were just beating ourselves. We’ve just got to go out there
and play our game and capitalize on
positions that we have and just score
the ball and win.”
Junior guard Kevin Kaspar, who
had three rebounds on Monday, said
he agreed with Fant’s assessment that,
home or away, it’s a matter of the Toppers beating themselves.
There are currently three important players out for the team, and
their absence may have contributed
to the slow road start.
Fifth-year senior guard Caden
Dickerson missed WKU’s loss Monday night with an ankle injury he
suffered Saturday against Eastern Illinois. Additionally, guards Trency Jackson and Chris Harrison-Docks are
awaiting NCAA eligibility after transferring schools.
Dickerson’s status for Saturday
night is unknown, but Jackson and
Harrison-Docks are cleared to compete on Dec. 14 when the Toppers
play the defending NCAA champions, the University of Louisville Cardinals.
“You’re looking at three scholarship guards not playing right now,”
Harper said. “And I guarantee when
they are eligible and healthy, they will
be playing a lot. A whole lot.”

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Lady Toppers travel to Ball State Saturday
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Lady Topper basketball team will look to build on
its strong second half against
Morehead State on Sunday as
WKU travels to Muncie, Ind. to
take on Ball State on Saturday.
WKU (5-2) held MSU to just
five field goals and forced 15
of a total of 26 turnovers in the
second half during their Sunday showdown.
Coach Michelle ClarkHeard said she’s eager for her
team to get back on the court
because of the defensive prowess they showed in the second
half against the Lady Eagles.
“I’m really excited about the
second half of our last game
against Morehead State,” Heard
said. “Defensively, we did some
things that we’ve been really
working on…I’m excited about
the opportunity to get on the
road again and just the opportunity for us to get another
game under our belt.”
The Lady Toppers will visit a

Next game
Saturday Dec. 7
@ Ball State
Muncie, In. 1 p.m.
2-6 Ball State team that averages
65.2 points per game on 36 percent shooting. Ball State fell to
No. 16 Purdue by just six points
in its first game of the season.
WKU is coming into Saturday having won four of its last
five games and is averaging
73.4 points per game on 42
percent shooting.
Heard said the Lady Toppers can’t take Ball State for
granted despite the statistics.
“It’s going to be another
tough road trip for us,” Heard
said. “They’re playing pretty
well on their home floor. I know
their record doesn’t speak as
well as I think, but they’re a
great team…we’re going to
have to get back in transition.
They love to push the ball and
shoot the threes in transition,
so we’re going to have to get
back and play good defense. I
think the biggest thing is really

trying to focus on our defense
again and let our defense turn
into offense.”
Heard said Ball State’s leading scorer — Nathalie Fontaine, who is averaging 16.5
points and 7.8 rebounds per
game — will pose a threat to
the Lady Toppers on offense
and on the glass.
“They’re leading scorer
is very athletic,” Heard said.
“Plays at the four position. I
think she rebounds really well
and can score around the goal.”
Three Lady Toppers average
more than 12 points per game
this season, including junior
guard Alexis Govan and junior
forward Chastity Gooch, who
are averaging a combined 31.9
points and 14.2 rebounds per
game.
The game tips off in Muncie, Ind. at 1 p.m. on Saturday.
The overall series is tied at 1-1,
with WKU’s only win coming
on the road. Govan enters the
game needing just 20 points to
eclipse the 1,000-point mark
for her career.

Junior forward Chastity Gooch drives to the basket and attempts
a layup during WKU's 74-61 loss against Louisville on Nov. 27 at
Diddle Arena. JEFF BROWN/HERALD

